
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 13 August 2014] 

 p5152b-5156a 
MR C.J. Barnett; MR M. Mcgowan; MR T.K. Waldron; MRS M.H. Roberts; MR V.A. Catania; MR R.F. 

Johnson; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

GRAHAM BURKETT 
Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house record its sincere regret at the passing of Graham Burkett. 

Graham Burkett had a strong commitment to public service. He served in local government for 17 years, in the 
Legislative Assembly for six years and as a government policy adviser for 15 years after leaving Parliament. 
Born in Maylands in November 1936, Graham was educated locally and at Fremantle Boys’ School. After 
leaving school at 15, he served as a bank officer in five country towns and at the Perth office of the National 
Australia Bank. Graham Burkett was seconded to the Department of Trade and Primary Industry in Canberra in 
1966. He was manager of the National Bank’s Osborne Park branch from 1966 to 1968. Following his 16 years 
in banking, he operated a drapery store in Osborne Park for 15 years until 1983. He had a strong background in 
private enterprise prior to his parliamentary career. 

Graham Burkett first entered public life as a City of Stirling councillor in 1973 and served as the Mayor of 
Stirling from 1979 to 1983. After joining the Australian Labor Party in 1973 he contested the North Metropolitan 
Province of the Legislative Council at the 1977 state election. The province consisted of the Legislative 
Assembly seats of Scarborough, Karrinyup, Whitford, Balcatta and Mount Hawthorn, the largest electorate in the 
state with nearly 85 000 voters. He was defeated by 5 700 votes. However, that was a credible result in an 
election at which the tide was running towards the coalition. At the 1983 election, Graham Burkett gained a 
swing of more than 10 per cent to win the seat of Scarborough by 1 600 votes, defeating a cabinet minister, the 
late Ray Young. In 1986 he was re-elected with an increased majority. He subsequently served as Deputy 
Speaker and Chairman of Committees in the Legislative Assembly. In 1989, as the electoral tide turned, he was 
defeated in Scarborough by 600 votes. 

From 1989 to 1996 Graham was a technical consultant to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, serving 
both Labor and Liberal ministers. Between 1996 and 2001 he was a community relations liaison officer for 
Main Roads WA and, finally, chief of staff to the Minister for Government Enterprises until 2004. At the same 
time he returned to local government, representing the Coastal ward of the Town of Cambridge from 1997 to 
2004. 

Graham Burkett was well liked among parliamentary colleagues from both sides and in the wider community. 
His community service won him many friends regardless of political differences. On behalf of the Liberal Party, 
I extend sympathy and condolences to Mrs Beryl Burkett and family. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.04 pm]: I join other parliamentary 
members in passing on the Labor Party’s condolences to the family of the late Graham Burkett. Graham was an 
Australian Labor Party member of this house from 1983 to 1989. In the course of that process he was successful 
in two elections and ultimately lost in the 1989 election. Prior to his entry into Parliament he had a number of 
roles, as his parliamentary biography says, both in the private sector and also within government. Going back 
some years, at one point Graham worked, and perhaps lived, in my electorate of Rockingham. Indeed my wife’s 
family, who are long-term Rockingham residents, was familiar with Mr Burkett back in the 1960s or some time 
before that when he lived in Rockingham. 

Graham Burkett was elected to represent Scarborough during his six years in Parliament. Prior to that, he had 
been active in local government and a range of other community organisations. After leaving Parliament, he had 
a number of additional roles within government, and I think more broadly in the community sector. He was a 
well-liked member of Parliament. A former Speaker once told me that Graham had the loudest voice of anyone 
he had ever heard in Parliament. Perhaps he and John Kobelke share that honour! Both of them represented 
similar areas of the state. As I said, Graham was a well-liked member of Parliament. One of my staff members 
who knew Graham Burkett well told me that his first love, above everything else, was his family. In turn, he was 
loved by his family very strongly. In his first speech delivered in August 1983, Graham said this — 

While talking of women, I thank those four special people who almost walked their legs off to get me 
where I am today—they are my wife, Beryl, and my daughters Joanne, Sharon, and Penny, all of whom 
gave 100 per cent commitment to me and to the Australian Labor Party. I thank them most sincerely, 
and all the wonderful people who worked on my election campaign. 

Graham’s first love was his family. The death notice placed in The West Australian a week or so ago by his wife 
Beryl bears that out. I will read it to the house — 

My beautiful Graham taken from me so suddenly after 53 years together. You were so proud of your 
darling daughters, beautiful grandchildren and all of their achievements. I don’t know how I will cope 
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without you. You showed your love to me through your constant care and kindness everyday. You 
helped so many people throughout your life, your generous spirit touched so many. My love goes with 
you always. 

Your loving wife Beryl. 

I think that sums up the man who was Graham Burkett: a loved member of his family, a respected member of 
Parliament and a well-liked member of his community who made a big contribution around Western Australia. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.07 pm]: On behalf of the 
National Party, I rise to support this condolence motion. I did not know Graham Burkett, although I have heard 
quite a lot about him. A lot has already been said about Graham, and said well. I acknowledge his involvement in 
business, including his time with the bank in a number of centres in country WA. It has been mentioned that 
Graham played a strong role in local government. He had a long association with politics. I understand that he 
was very well liked both across the Parliament and in his electorate. He was also chief of staff and had other 
roles within politics. He was a long-time member of the Labor Party. I would also like to acknowledge his 
community roles, particularly as treasurer of Lions Clubs International in 1967 and 1968 and as patron of the 
Innaloo Sportsmen’s Club, and his association with several junior sporting clubs in the Scarborough area. On 
behalf of the National Party, I would like to acknowledge his obvious service to the community and offer our 
deepest sympathies to his wife and family. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [12.08 pm]: I would like to pay tribute to the late Graham Burkett. Those 
who attended his funeral service on Friday will know that there was a very large crowd at the Catholic church in 
City Beach and also at Karrakatta. Members and former members of the Labor, Liberal and National Parties 
were in attendance. There was a huge crowd of people because Graham was someone who touched the lives of 
so many and was well known for his care and concern for others and for helping people. I do not think Graham 
ever knew how to say no. If someone asked for his assistance, he was willing to give it. I know that in many of 
the tributes paid to Graham over the past week or so many people said that he was a larger-than-life character. 
To echo what the Leader of the Opposition has said, Graham was also louder than life. When Graham entered 
the room, everyone knew it. The tone and loudness of Graham’s voice meant that if Graham was in a room—it 
did not matter how many hundreds of people were there—somewhere in the crowd, people could certainly hear 
his voice. 

Graham has very many loyal friends. Most members here may not know, but Graham is part of my extended 
family. His wife Beryl is my second cousin and her mother Nelly and my grandfather Charles Hopkins were 
sister and brother. They were part of a very large family. Indeed, Graham and I worked together at Kay 
Hallahan’s office when she was Minister for Planning. There used to be a joke amongst the staff that Graham 
knew half the people in Perth and Michelle was related to the other half! A beautiful eulogy was given to 
Graham by Phillip Kelly, a very close friend of his, at the church service. I want to borrow some of those words 
with Phillip’s permission. When talking about Graham on Friday, he noted that Graham was born on the 
verandah of his family home at Tenth Avenue, Maylands, on 9 November 1936. He had a fairly typical riverside 
childhood with his two older brothers, Bob and Jim, and his loving parents, “Little” Pearl and “Big” Lindsay. It 
was the custom every Friday night for him and his older brothers to go to the pictures. On one particular night 
Jimmy came home first and Pearl asked him where Graham was, only to be told he was with Bobby. Bobby 
came home half an hour later but he was not accompanied by his little brother either. Pearl then rode her bike 
down to the peninsula and made the cinema owner open the theatre, only to find five-year-old Graham still 
asleep in the front row of the stalls. His kind and considerate brothers had taken him to the movies but had 
dumped him as soon as they got there. When Graham told this story many years later, the cinema owner was in 
the audience and he exclaimed, “If I had known you were going to turn out like that, I would have left you 
there!” 

He attended Maylands State School where a young John K. Watts would routinely kick Graham’s beloved footy 
over the road and into the blind school. He then attended Victoria Park Primary School and Fremantle Boys’ 
School. By his own admission he was an indolent student, but when he was approaching exams his father 
warned him that if he did not pass them, he would have to repeat the year. Graham suddenly did about three 
years’ study in one and passed seven subjects. 

At 15 years of age, which is fairly typical of people of that generation, he went into the workforce. He joined the 
National Bank in Rockingham where he worked as a batch clerk. About a year later he was sent to Katanning 
where he boarded with a lady who would wash his decent work shirt only every two days, so Graham would 
sneak into the pub and handwash his shirt in the basin so that he would look his best at work. Apparently, for the 
rest of his life Graham would always do his own washing and ironing. By the time he was 20 he was back in 
Perth and he was chief clerk at the National Bank’s head office. Very shortly thereafter he met and married 
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Beryl. As people have already recorded, they were blessed with three lovely daughters—Joanne Mary, Sharon 
Sarah and Penelope Elizabeth. 

In 1966 Graham was selected for secondment to the Asian Development Bank in Bangkok and upon his return 
he was appointed to manage the National Bank in Osborne Park at the age of 29. At 29 he was the youngest 
manager ever appointed by the bank, a fact of which he was immensely proud. Osborne Park in the 1960s was a 
very different place from what it is today. It was a combination of small business and market gardens. He 
formed, during that time, many lifelong friendships, including with people in the Yugoslav community. 
Apparently, he was also a pretty good football player, but he did not restrict himself to playing for one club as he 
was supposed to. He played for the Rockingham club under his real name but for Osborne Park he was registered 
under the name Graham Burkevich! 

Very early in his tenure as manager Graham noticed that his counterpart at the Commonwealth Bank across the 
road would stay in his office at lunchtime and routinely eat the cut lunch made by his wife. Graham thought he 
would get the edge on him and he went out every lunchtime and visited people from all walks of life to persuade 
them that his bank was the way to go. Such was his success that the National Bank offered him a promotion in 
1968, which would have required him to move to Melbourne. Graham was unhappy about dislocating the family 
and as such he left the bank and opened a store called Burkett’s Drapery in Main Street. It was that standing in 
that Osborne Park and broader community that brought him many friendships. The stories go that Graham had 
queues of customers lining up not necessarily for the drapery goods but for his advice and assistance on many 
things. He was very much a people person and it was those interests and skills that saw him enter both local 
government and become Mayor of the City of Stirling, which the Premier has referred to, and state Parliament. 

In the lead-up to the 1983 election Graham won Australian Labor Party preselection for the key marginal seat of 
Scarborough. As the Premier noted, this pitted him against a senior minister, Ray Young. Reportedly, according 
to Phillip Kelly, Beryl thought Graham was mad standing against a man long tipped to be a future Premier. 
However, Graham reasoned that he would never be up against a better candidate than “Youngy” and if anyone 
could knock him over, he could. People soon saw that Burkett way of campaigning, which the Leader of the 
Opposition already mentioned, with Beryl and the girls going out and campaigning very hard. 

He increased his majority in 1986 and he was also Chairman of Committees and Deputy Speaker. Graham also 
knew that only a mug argues with a mug, so on the campaign trail he was out doorknocking in Innaloo when a 
drunk sitting on his porch yelled at him, “Hey, aren’t you Graham Young?” to which he replied, “No, I’m Dick 
Old”, invoking the rather comical name of the then Leader of the National Party. Even the fellow who had 
interjected on him had a laugh at that. In 1989, as the Premier has recorded, a redistribution of boundaries saw 
more than 5 000 voters from a neighbouring electorate, which included Karrinyup and more Liberal-dominated 
areas, come into the electorate of Scarborough and Graham lost that election in 1989 as a result. Also, there was 
a change in the polling pattern that year. Graham, as the Premier has also recorded, went on to work in a number 
of ministerial offices for both Liberal and Labor ministers. He was also hired by the then National Party Minister 
for Transport Eric Charlton to be a community relations consultant on the Graham Farmer Freeway project. 
Graham’s task was to liaise with interested parties as an honest broker between the government and the 
Northbridge residents whose lives were affected by such a mammoth project. 

When Labor returned to power in 2001, Graham became chief of staff to his great friend and former campaign 
manager Nick Griffiths. Nick has asked me whether I would say a few words on his behalf, so I will quote this 
from the former President and former minister, Hon Nick Griffiths. Nick has asked me to say — 

Graham John Burkett gave selfless service to our community. He had a work ethic second to none, was 
a great achiever with a big voice and an even bigger heart. G B was compassionate and caring. A true 
Christian gentleman. He was shabbily treated by a diversionary CCC investigation and what flowed 
from it. This should not tarnish him. Any experienced lawyer knows people sometimes plead guilty to 
charges for reasons other than guilt. I believe GB was innocent. He was a man of the highest integrity. I 
am proud of my association with him. He was my friend and colleague. I will always treasure him in 
my memories. 

Graham had many loyal friends such as Hon Nick Griffiths and that loyalty was certainly returned by Graham in 
spades to those people who supported him.  

As has also been noted by the Leader of the Opposition and many others, Graham always put his family first. His 
love for Beryl, the girls, their husbands and all his grandchildren knew no bounds. Graham remained very active 
in his life after politics and after working in government. Over recent years he involved himself in an array of 
organisations and businesses, some involving his brother and close friends. He will be missed by a lot of people. 
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It was also noted at his funeral service that Graham intended to live to the age of 90. That was something he 
always said. One of his daughters said to me that when he was on the phone to Telstra the other day and had 
been waiting way too long he said, “Can you hurry up, I’ve only got 12 years, three months and so many days 
left to live.” Unfortunately, Graham did not get to choose the time of his passing. However, he recently remarked 
to Phil Kelly, reflecting on the passing of the late Paul Andrews, about the long, slow and lingering death that 
Paul Andrews had suffered, and Graham said how he would hate to go in that way, and that when he went, he 
would go quickly. That was certainly true for Graham. 
My grandfather had a lot of respect for Graham, and if he were here he would also want to give his love to Beryl 
and the girls and all the family. 
MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [12.22 pm]: I rise to extend my condolences to the family of the 
late Graham Burkett, commonly known to everyone as GB. I worked with Graham Burkett back in 2002, for the 
then minister Hon Nick Griffiths, who was the minister for racing and gaming, as well as government 
enterprises, housing and works, and land information. GB ran an office for Hon Nick Griffiths in the best way 
that he could—that is, making sure that everyone heard that he was in the office, from the moment he walked 
into the office to the moment he walked out—because he was constantly helping those people in not only the 
role he was playing but also the community. When I first came into that office, trying to record my phone 
message was a bit of a mission. The Minister for Emergency Services will know that I had my office quite some 
distance away; it was around the corner from his office at the time. Trying to record the message while GB was 
on the phone was quite an effort, because he had this very boisterous voice that echoed down the corridor. He 
knew exactly what he was trying to do—that is, to help the person on the phone, as well as tell a few jokes. 
Sitting in a meeting with him, at any moment of the day, without even looking at the clock, he would say, 
“Excuse me”, and turn on the radio so that he could listen to his favourite pastime—the races. He really made 
sure that he enjoyed the portfolio that he was helping out in. As the member for Midland touched on, the funeral 
on Friday was real testimony to a man who helped many people, as councillor and Mayor of the City of Stirling, 
member for Scarborough, and councillor for the Town of Cambridge later on. The funeral eulogy really showed 
the number of people he helped and guided throughout the community. He always kept in contact with everyone, 
so it was great to see all those people paying their respects. The eulogy delivered by Phil Kelly really summed up 
GB’s life, and ensured that everyone there got to hear what he was all about. He was about his family first and 
foremost, and helping others. I offer my condolences to Beryl and the kids. We will miss you, GB. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [12.24 pm]: I wish to say a few words about the late Graham Burkett, and I 
offer my condolences to all his family. I knew Graham for about 25 years, and he was the first person in Western 
Australia to introduce me to the Parliament. Some people may hold that against him, but I ask them not to, 
because Graham was a great person. I arrived here from the United Kingdom in February 1988, and went into 
business with my brother and a third partner—a Western Australian who lived and worked in Scarborough, and 
who knew Graham quite well. When Graham found out that one of the businesses that we were starting up was a 
coach charter business, he invited the three of us to lunch here at Parliament House. I think this was about April 
1988. We had a lovely lunch, and discussed various things. He did not hold it against me that I was a staunch 
conservative, and a former London borough mayor. He thought that that was quite amusing. During lunch, he 
tried to convince the three of us that we should buy some coaches from Czechoslovakia, because he had been on 
a parliamentary trip there, and Czechoslovakia desperately needed some business. People were suffering some 
pretty hard times there. We ended up thanking Graham but saying that we would not buy those coaches—rather, 
we would buy Toyotas from Japan through a local dealer. After that lunch, Graham brought me into the chamber 
to show me what the Parliament of Western Australia looked like, because I had never seen it before. He sat me 
in the chair that the Premier now occupies and said, “That is the seat you want to sit in.” I did not dream for one 
minute that I would end up being a member of this Parliament, let alone ever being in that seat. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: There is still time! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I do not think so; I think time has run out. But this story goes to the type of person 
that Graham was. He was an absolute character—a wonderful character. When I became the Mayor of 
Wanneroo, before it was split into two, he would phone me and give me advice on how I should run the city. I 
did not always take his advice, but I listened very carefully, because he had a wealth of experience. He was a 
great member for Scarborough and was well liked by all the people of Scarborough. He was re-elected in 1986, 
but the redistribution of 1989 made it very difficult for him to be returned as the member for Scarborough. 
Graham and I remained in contact for many years. About six months ago was the last time I bumped into 
Graham. I think it was outside in the courtyard here at Parliament House. Graham was liked by so many people; 
he was a man who put the people first, not only those in his electorate but also the people of the City of Stirling 
when he was councillor and mayor. After his family and friends, they were the most important people to him, 
and the people he worked really hard for. I have tremendous respect for him. Unfortunately, I was unable to 
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attend the funeral on Friday, but I thought of him at the time. I would like to say to his family that he was a great 
person. His family should be very proud of him, and so should the people of Western Australia. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Deputy Premier) [12.28 pm]: I entered local government as a member of 
Bayswater council in 1985, and entered Parliament in 1993. I do not know exactly where it was along that 
continuum that I became involved with Graham. I was aware that he had been a member of the Labor Party, and 
I was somewhat nervous of the reaction I would get. It did not take very long for those fears to be put to one 
side. Whatever it was—it might have been in my role as a local councillor, in his at the City of Stirling or in his 
later capacity working with Richard Lewis, the then Minister for Planning, as a policy officer—absolutely 
nothing was too much trouble. It worries me to hear that the member for North West Central could hear his voice 
from around the corner, because we had lots of interesting conversations about all sorts of things, and some of 
them I would not have liked the Labor Party to hear. It is a worry that everybody could hear what he was saying! 
No matter what he was asked to do, Graham would try. He did not always succeed, but a lot of the time he did. 
Graham would try to sort out simple difficulties of constituents, planning issues, or issues related to local 
government. I was very sad to hear of his passing, and I pass on my sympathies to his family. 

The SPEAKER: I ask members to rise and support this motion by observing a minute’s silence. 

Question passed; members standing.  
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